Table of Contents

Standards for English Language Arts
Reading Standards for Literature,
Writing Standards
Speaking and Listening Standards
Language Standards
Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies,
Science, and Technical Subjects
Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies
Reading Standards for Science, and Technical Subjects
Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies,
Science, and Technical Subjects

1
2
3
4

5
5
6

1

Vermont Common Core State Standards
English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and
Technical Subjects
Grades 612

Standards for English Language Arts
Reading Standards for Literature
Grade 6 students:
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on
meaning and tone.
Grade 7 students:
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions
of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story
or drama.
Grade 8 students:
● Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course
of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an
objective summary of the text
● Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the
action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
● Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.
Grade 6 students:
● Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to
or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they
“see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.
Grade 7 students:
● Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or
multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g.,
lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film).
Grade 910 students:
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●

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over
the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific
details; provide an objective summary of the text.
● Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations)
develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or
develop the theme.
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place;
how it sets a formal or informal tone).
● Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature
from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.
Grades 1112 students:
● Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to
produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is
particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)
Writing Standards
Grade 68:
● Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, relevant descriptive details, and wellstructured event sequences:
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or
characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences,
events, and/or characters.
c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another.
d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey
experiences and events.
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.
● With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on
how well purpose and audience have been addressed.
● With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
● Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, relevant descriptive details, and wellstructured event sequences. a. Engage
and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a
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narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically. b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to
develop experiences, events, and/or characters. c. Use a variety of transition words,
phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or
setting to another. d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and
sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. e. Provide
a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Gradespecific expectations for writing
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

Grade 912:
● Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, wellchosen details, and wellstructured event sequences. a. Engage and
orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or
multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth
progression of experiences or events. b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue,
pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events,
and/or characters. c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build
on one another to create a coherent whole. d. Use precise words and phrases, telling
details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events,
setting, and/or characters. e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what
is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
● Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Speaking and Listening Standards
Grade 68:
● Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (oneonone, in groups, and
teacherled) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly:
c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that
contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.
d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives
through reflection and paraphrasing.
● Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.
● Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions,
facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
● . Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual
displays in presentations to clarify information.
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Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the
reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
Grade 8:
● Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial,
political) behind its presentation.
● Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner
with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and wellchosen details; use appropriate
eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
● Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information,
strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.
Grades 912:
● Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (oneonone, in
groups, and teacherled) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. c. Propel
conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion
to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and
clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse
perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted,
qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of
the evidence and reasoning presented.
● Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development,
substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
● Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and
evidence and to add interest.
Language Standards
Grade 68:
● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.
● Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context.
b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category)
to better understand each of the words.
c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty).
● Acquire and use accurately gradeappropriate general academic and domainspecific
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.
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Grade 912:
● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.
● Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening.
● Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings. a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context
and analyze their role in the text. b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with
similar denotations
● Acquire and use accurately general academic and domainspecific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and
Technical Subjects
Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies
Grade 68:
● Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
● Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
Grade 910:
● Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social studies.
Grade 1112:
● Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.
● Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or
solve a problem.
Reading Standards for Science, and Technical Subjects
Grade 68:
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Integrate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text with a version
of that information expressed visually (e.g., in a flowchart, diagram, model, graph, or
table).
Distinguish among facts, reasoned judgment based on research findings, and
speculation in a text.
Compare and contrast the information gained from experiments, simulations, video, or
multimedia sources with that gained from reading a text on the same topic.

Grade 912:
● Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; summarize complex concepts,
processes, or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler but still
accurate terms
Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects
Grade 68:
● Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
● With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on
how well purpose and audience have been addressed.
● Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a selfgenerated
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.
● Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of disciplinespecific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.
Grade 912:
● Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
● Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.
● Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.
● Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of disciplinespecific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

